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ABSTRACT

For a wise and correct conservation of historic buildings, it is necessary to consciously define the impact of
modern interventions in relation to delicate contexts and ecosystems such as, for example, underground
architectures. There are many studies that show the need to address the recovery, re-functionalisation and
infrastructural integration through an understanding of the urban environment and the opportunity to define
a cultural orientation that allows for the re-inhabitation of this architectural heritage. In giving new life to
structures, it is fundamental to respect modern needs without altering their consolidated character over time,
with interventions linked to the original constructive, typological, functional and technological characteristics,
but also to pay particular attention to the integration and sustainability of new interventions with a view to
management, monitoring and planned maintenance also through decision support tools. This is the case of
the reconversion of an urban context such as the Sassi of Matera, which currently presents the image of a
contemporary Matera, European Capital of Culture 2019, deeply involved in sustainable management and
maintenance, a ‘smart’ city, a symbol of restoration and historical heritage.

KEYEORDS
Cultural heritage; Sassi of Matera; integrated recovery; Preventive maintenance, Intervention planning,
Decision Support System.

PhD Arch. Vito D. Porcari
Research fellow - Dottorato di Ricerca "Cities and Landscapes: Architecture, Archaeology, Cultural Heritage, History and Resources"
Dipartimento delle Culture Europee e del Mediterraneo: Architettura, Ambiente, Patrimoni Culturali (DICEM) - Matera Universita della Basilicata (UNIBAS) - Italia

Vice Coordinatore Regionale 2017/2019 - ADI Basilicata (Associazione dottorandi e dottori di ricerca italiani)



